
Weekly Newsle er 
Friday 18th November  
Dear parents/carers, 

It was super to welcome Just Like Us ambassadors to TFA this week, who spoke to the students about growing up 
LGBT+, suppor ng others and allyship. You can find out more here, and all are welcome at our LGBTQ+ group meets 
every Tuesday lunch me.  

We were also joined this week by Kimberley Long, an editor from the Financial Times, as part of our partnership 
with ‘Speakers for Schools’  - find out more here.  Read a full report on the next page.  

A reminder that school is closed next Friday 25th November and Monday 28th November for staff training days and 
a key upcoming dates are on the next page. 

We have laptops available to loan to students—please do get in contact if your child would benefit from one to work 
on at home.   

Lunch/break split—following student feedback, and a consulta on with students and staff, we have made the deci-
sion to revert to a 20 minute morning break and a 40 minute lunch break. This will take place from Tuesday 29th 
November—no other mings of the school day will change. This will mean less of a rush at lunch me and be er 

me available for lunch clubs.   

Details will be shared with students next week, and the feedback students have provided through our recent survey 
has proved incredibly useful to us in improving our work as a school.  

Thank you for your ongoing support, and I hope you have a good weekend.  

Kind regards, 

Mr Mackintosh 

Principal  



 

 Speakers For Schools  

We had the pleasure of welcoming Kimberley Long, Asia Editor for The Banker -  Financial 
Times Group to TFA on Monday 14th  November.  Students in Year 11 to Year 13 from Busi-
ness Studies, Economics, Media and English Literature  were inspired by Kimberly's talk as she 
led them through her personal journey star ng with her school life , through to universi-
ty  and eventually finding her dream career in financial journalism.   

Born in Liverpool, Kimberley a ended an all-girls state school before studying English Language and 
Literature at Liverpool University. Now based in London, she has worked in business and finance 
journalism since 2012, first at Euromoney and now The Banker, where she focuses on the Asian mar-
kets. Her job sees her travel regularly to Asia. Her role requires her to produce wri en features cov-
ering banking and the economy, and conduct video interviews with central bank governors and fi-
nance ministers. Kimberley spoke with passion about her background not being a barrier to success as long as you 
work hard and pursue your goals.   

Kimberley also spoke how it is important  to develop interests outside of work and also to give back to your local 
community - she is an avid reader, and volunteers with a number of chari es including Hackney Quest and Hack-
ney Night Shelter.  Our students were given a lot of food for thought and were so engaged with the Q&A that they 
were reluctant to let Kimberley leave! 

Diya Patel a Year 11 Business pupils said , 'The talk really inspired me to take a bigger interest in business. What 
was really interes ng was that Kimberley spoke about having many jobs before she found the right one for her . 
Her favourite part of the job is that she gets to travel and meet new people and hear their different ideas around 
the  world.' 

Key Upcoming Dates  - Events  

Tuesday 22nd November Y13 Parents’ Evening 

Tuesday 6th December—Y11 Progression Evening  

Thursday 15th December—Winter Showcase—5.30pm for 6pm start.  

Thursday 5th January—Y11 Mocks begin 

Tuesday 31st January—Y9 Parents’ Evening 

Tuesday 7th February—Y8 Parents’ Evening 

Tuesday 28th February—Y11 Parents’ Evening  

Tuesday 21st March—Year 7 Parents’ Evening  

Tuesday 25th April—Year 10 Parents’ Evening  

Monday 8th May is an addi onal bank holiday for the King’s corona on.  

Holidays/ Staff Training   

Staff training days (school closed for students) - 25th and 28th November, 27th January. 

Christmas Holidays—We break up at 12.30 on Tuesday 20th December, and return at 8.30am on Thursday 5th January 2023.  

February Half Term—13th-17th February 2023 

Keep up to date with news from TFA on social 
media. 

On Facebook @theforestacademy 

On Instagram @theforestacademy  


